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Psychological Semantic Identity .
the Third Approach to the Problem of Personal Identity
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Abstract: The problem of personal identity mainly concerns the necessary and sufficient conditions for
persons persisting over time. Presently there exist two answers to this question, namely the principle
of psychological continuity and the principle of life continuity. According to the former, what makes
you today the same person as yesterday is your causally continued psychological state. This view is at-
tractive intuitively but suspected of treating persons as abstract entities. Animalism understands per-
sons as biological animals which are concrete and proposes that what enables an animal to persist
through time is its life. The main problem faced by the principle of life continuity is that we cannot
find an absolute criterion for us to verify whether two animals are life-continued. The third alternative
is to understand the identity relation of personas in a new way which could be expressed as semantic i-
dentity. This new strategy could overcome difficulties facing by the principle of psychological continui-
ty and the principle of life continuity and at the same time retains the plausibility of both.
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